
Education and Education and 

OutreachOutreach



PurposePurpose

Increase public awareness, Increase public awareness, 

knowledge, and implementation of knowledge, and implementation of 

watershed protection practiceswatershed protection practices



Outreach to DateOutreach to Date

•• What is a watershed?What is a watershed?

•• Silver and Sleepy Hollow Creek Silver and Sleepy Hollow Creek 

watershed informationwatershed information

•• Watershed planningWatershed planning•• Watershed planningWatershed planning



Outreach to DateOutreach to Date

•• Monthly pubicMonthly pubic

meetingsmeetings

•• Press releasesPress releases

•• BrochureBrochure•• BrochureBrochure

•• WebsiteWebsite

•• EventsEvents

•• Community leadersCommunity leaders



Community ConcernsCommunity Concerns

•• Protecting recreational Protecting recreational resourcesresources

•• Groundwater/drinking water supplyGroundwater/drinking water supply

•• Preserving natural areas/open spacePreserving natural areas/open space

•• Preventing flooding Preventing flooding 



Target Target AudiencesAudiences

•• Riparian land ownersRiparian land owners

•• Lake community Lake community 

residents residents 

•• Other land ownersOther land owners

•• Environmental groupsEnvironmental groups

•• FaithFaith--based based 

organizationsorganizations

•• Hunting & fishing Hunting & fishing •• Other land ownersOther land owners

•• Homeowner Homeowner 

associationsassociations

•• Government Government 

•• BusinessesBusinesses

•• Schools/studentsSchools/students

•• FarmersFarmers

•• Hunting & fishing Hunting & fishing 

groupsgroups

•• RecreationalRecreational

•• Community Community service service 

organizationsorganizations

•• DevelopersDevelopers

•• LandscapersLandscapers

•• OthersOthers



Approaches to OutreachApproaches to Outreach

•• Sense of placeSense of place

•• Special/uniqueSpecial/unique

•• ValuableValuable

•• StewardshipStewardship



ResidentsResidents

•• Septic system maintenanceSeptic system maintenance

•• Proper pet waste disposalProper pet waste disposal

•• Water conservation at homeWater conservation at home

•• Reduce salt useReduce salt use

•• Minimize use of lawn chemicalsMinimize use of lawn chemicals

•• Rain barrelsRain barrels



ResidentsResidents

•• Encouraging native landscapingEncouraging native landscaping

––Buffers (lakes and streams)Buffers (lakes and streams)

––Rain gardensRain gardens

•• Proper disposal of pharmaceuticals Proper disposal of pharmaceuticals 

and household hazardous wasteand household hazardous waste



Approaches to OutreachApproaches to Outreach

•• Educational Educational 

programs/seminarsprograms/seminars

•• Demonstration projects Demonstration projects 

•• Incentive programsIncentive programs•• Incentive programsIncentive programs



Approaches to OutreachApproaches to Outreach

•• MonitoringMonitoring

•• RestorationRestoration

•• Stream cleanupStream cleanup



Approaches to OutreachApproaches to Outreach

•• SurveySurvey

•• Watershed tours/festivalsWatershed tours/festivals

•• Support public access Support public access 
to programsto programsto programsto programs

•• Community eventsCommunity events

•• Interpretive signsInterpretive signs

•• Watershed coordinatorWatershed coordinator

•• Watershed lessonWatershed lesson

•• Permanent websitePermanent website



Outreach PartnershipsOutreach Partnerships

•• SchoolsSchools

•• Local children’s clubsLocal children’s clubs

•• NonprofitsNonprofits

•• MCCD/park MCCD/park districtsdistricts

•• CommunitiesCommunities

•• FaithFaith--based organizationsbased organizations

•• BusinessesBusinesses

•• Other Other watershed watershed groupsgroups

•• OthersOthers



Education ResourcesEducation Resources

•• McHenry County Water McHenry County Water ResourcesResources

•• McHenry McHenry County Health County Health DepartmentDepartment



ToolsTools

•• Social media  Social media  

•• Targeted mailingsTargeted mailings

•• Brochures Brochures 

•• Community newsletters  Community newsletters  •• Community newsletters  Community newsletters  

•• Public service announcementsPublic service announcements

•• Press releases Press releases 

•• OtherOther



Continued ParticipationContinued Participation


