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PurposePurpose

Goal: Increase public awareness, Goal: Increase public awareness, 

knowledge, and implementation of knowledge, and implementation of 

watershed protection practiceswatershed protection practices

Purpose:Purpose:Purpose:Purpose:

��Provide informationProvide information

��Motivate change  Motivate change  



NippersinkNippersink Survey Survey ConclusionsConclusions

•• 86.8% of respondents agreed/strongly 86.8% of respondents agreed/strongly 

agreed that the way they care for their agreed that the way they care for their 

lawn and yard can influence  local water lawn and yard can influence  local water 

qualityquality

•• 88.4% of respondents agreed/strongly 88.4% of respondents agreed/strongly 

agreed that their actions have an impact agreed that their actions have an impact 

on water qualityon water quality

•• Strong support for recommendations in Strong support for recommendations in 

the watershed plan among respondents.the watershed plan among respondents.



Potential BarriersPotential Barriers

•• Lack of informationLack of information

•• SkillsSkills

•• CostCost

•• TimeTime

•• Physical abilityPhysical ability



StrategiesStrategies

•• InformationInformation

•• Encouraging changeEncouraging change

•• LeadershipLeadership

•• BenefitsBenefits

•• ResponsibilityResponsibility

•• Sense of place  Sense of place  



Outreach PrioritiesOutreach Priorities

•• Septic system maintenanceSeptic system maintenance

•• Proper pet waste disposalProper pet waste disposal

•• Water conservation Water conservation 

at homeat homeat homeat home

•• Reduce salt use Reduce salt use 

•• Minimize use of Minimize use of 

lawn chemicalslawn chemicals

•• Rain barrelsRain barrels



Outreach PrioritiesOutreach Priorities

•• Proper disposal of:Proper disposal of:

–– Pharmaceuticals and Pharmaceuticals and 

–– Household hazardous wasteHousehold hazardous waste

•• Alternatives to coal tar sealantsAlternatives to coal tar sealants



Outreach PrioritiesOutreach Priorities

•• Encouraging native landscapingEncouraging native landscaping

–– Buffers (lakes and streams)Buffers (lakes and streams)

–– Rain gardensRain gardens

•• ProgramsPrograms•• ProgramsPrograms

–– Natural Garden in Your Yard programNatural Garden in Your Yard program
thewppc.org/yard.htmlthewppc.org/yard.html

–– Conservation@homeConservation@home programprogram
theconservationfoundation.org theconservationfoundation.org 



Target AudiencesTarget Audiences

•• Riparian land ownersRiparian land owners

•• Lake community Lake community 

residents residents 

•• Other land ownersOther land owners

•• Environmental groupsEnvironmental groups

•• FaithFaith--based based 

organizationsorganizations

•• Hunting & fishing Hunting & fishing 

groupsgroups
•• Homeowner Homeowner 

associationsassociations

•• Government Government 

•• BusinessesBusinesses

•• Schools/studentsSchools/students

•• FarmersFarmers

•• Golf coursesGolf courses

groupsgroups

•• RecreationalRecreational

•• Community service Community service 

organizationsorganizations

•• DevelopersDevelopers

•• LandscapersLandscapers

•• OthersOthers



Targeted OutreachTargeted Outreach

ResidentsResidents

•• Demonstration projectsDemonstration projects

•• Interpretive signsInterpretive signs



Approaches to OutreachApproaches to Outreach

•• MonitoringMonitoring

•• RestorationRestoration

•• Stream cleanupStream cleanup



Approaches to OutreachApproaches to Outreach

Volunteer outreach partnersVolunteer outreach partners

•• Middle schoolsMiddle schools

•• High schoolsHigh schools

•• McHenry County CollegeMcHenry County College•• McHenry County CollegeMcHenry County College

•• Park districtsPark districts

•• MCCDMCCD

•• NonNon--profitsprofits

•• Boy scout and girl scout troops  Boy scout and girl scout troops  



Approaches to OutreachApproaches to Outreach

•• SurveySurvey

•• Watershed tours/festivalsWatershed tours/festivals

•• Community eventsCommunity events

•• Support public access Support public access •• Support public access Support public access 

to programs and to programs and 

recreational resourcesrecreational resources

•• Incentive Incentive 

programsprograms



Approaches to OutreachApproaches to Outreach

•• HOA programsHOA programs

•• Watershed lessonWatershed lesson

•• CoordinationCoordination



Outreach PartnershipsOutreach Partnerships

•• SchoolsSchools

•• Local children’s clubsLocal children’s clubs

•• Conservation Conservation 

organizationsorganizations

•• MCSWCD/NRCSMCSWCD/NRCS

•• Other watershed Other watershed 

groupsgroups

•• McHenry County McHenry County 

•• Other nonprofits   Other nonprofits   

•• MCCD/park districtsMCCD/park districts

•• CommunitiesCommunities

•• FaithFaith--based based 

organizationsorganizations

•• BusinessesBusinesses

Water ResourcesWater Resources

•• McHenry County McHenry County 

Health DepartmentHealth Department

•• LibrariesLibraries

•• Chambers of  Chambers of  

commercecommerce

•• OtherOther



Targeted OutreachTargeted Outreach

Seminars/workshopsSeminars/workshops

•• Elected leadersElected leaders

•• Planning commissionersPlanning commissioners

•• Public works and other Public works and other 

government staffgovernment staff



Targeted OutreachTargeted Outreach

BusinessesBusinesses

•• Discount incentive Discount incentive 

programsprograms

•• EventsEvents•• EventsEvents



Targeted OutreachTargeted Outreach

BusinessesBusinesses

•• Workshops/seminarsWorkshops/seminars

–– Snow and ice removal workshopSnow and ice removal workshop

–– BMPs and conservation designBMPs and conservation design

–– Native landscaping techniquesNative landscaping techniques



Targeted OutreachTargeted Outreach

AgricultureAgriculture

•• Support MCSWCD/NRCS assistance Support MCSWCD/NRCS assistance 

and incentive programsand incentive programs

•• Promote agricultural best Promote agricultural best •• Promote agricultural best Promote agricultural best 

management practicesmanagement practices



FundingFunding

•• IEPA 319IEPA 319

•• IEPA  IEPA  StreambankStreambank Cleanup and Cleanup and 

Lakeshore Enhancement (SCALE) Lakeshore Enhancement (SCALE) 



ToolsTools

•• Social media  Social media  

•• Brochures Brochures 

•• DisplaysDisplays

•• PostersPosters•• PostersPosters



ToolsTools

•• Targeted mailingsTargeted mailings

•• Community newsletters  Community newsletters  

•• Public service Public service 

announcementsannouncementsannouncementsannouncements

•• Press releases Press releases 

•• Magnets, stickersMagnets, stickers

•• Games for the childrenGames for the children

•• Getting in Step: a Guide for Conducting Getting in Step: a Guide for Conducting 

Watershed Outreach Campaigns Watershed Outreach Campaigns 



WebsitesWebsites

•• Watershed plan informationWatershed plan information

•• Links to resourcesLinks to resources

•• Upcoming eventsUpcoming events
hickorycreekwatershed.orghickorycreekwatershed.org



WebsitesWebsites

•• BlogBlog

•• Collect dataCollect data

madigancreek.orgmadigancreek.org



New ResourcesNew Resources

•• BrochureBrochure

•• DisplayDisplay

•• ContactsContacts



Continued ParticipationContinued Participation


