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What is an FQA?

● Universal Floristic Quality Assessment 

(Index)

● A scale from 0-100 that measures the 

quality of vegetation within a square 

meter

● Square meter transect samples were 

taken every 20 feet for 100 feet to 

monitor the entire site, then compiled 

for a larger site FQA



Site #1- North Pioneer Road

Vegetation

● Queen Anne’s Lace
● Common Dandelion
● Yellow Hawkweed
● Burdock
● Lamb’s Quarter
● Pigweed
● Hungarian Brome
● Velvetleaf
● Black Medic
● Timothy
● Bladder Campion
● English Plantain
● Ragweed

Insects/Animals

● Northern corn rootworm

● Juvenal’s duskywing butterfly
● Carpenter ant
● Spur throated grasshopper
● Honey bee
● Purple striped grasshopper
● Orb-weaver spider
● Hoverfly
● Scudder short-winged grasshopper
● Red milkweed beetle

FQA Results
FQA: 0
Native FQA: 0
Richness: 13
Native richness: 2

Black-eyed Susan, Common Milkweed, Foxglove Beardtongue

Not in transect

Planted March 2020



Site #2- South Solon Road

Vegetation

● Dandelion

● English Plantain

● Chicory

● Queen Anne’s Lace

● Hungarian Brome

Insects/Animals

● Meadow vole

● Hoverfly

● Northern corn rootworm

● Moth

● Argiope- garden spider

● Monarch

● Lady beetle

● Three-patched bigwing moth

● Dogbane caterpillar

● Dogbane beetle

FQA Results
FQA: 0
Native FQA: 0
Richness: 5
Native richness: 0

Not in transect

Black-eyed Susan, Common Milkweed, Indian Hemp/Dogbane (not in seed list), Aster

Planted March 2020



Site #3- North Side of Miller Road

Vegetation

● Chicory

● Hungarian Brome

● Dandelion

● Red Clover

● Creeping Charlie

● English Plantain

● Lamb’s Quarter

● Queen Anne’s Lace

Insects/Animals

● Hoverfly
● Spur throated grasshopper
● Mourning dove
● Purple striped grasshopper
● Black saddlebag dragonfly
● Carpenter bee
● Chickweed geometer moth
● Sulfur butterfly
● Milkweed beetle
● Calico pennant dragonfly
● Common eastern bumble bee (one band)
● Scudders short-winged grasshopper
● Corn rootworm

FQA Results
FQA: 0
Native FQA: 0
Richness: 8
Native richness: 0

Not in Transect

Black-eyed Susan, Common Milkweed

Planted March 2020



Site #4- Miller (East of Spring Road)

Vegetation

● Timothy

● Dandelion

● Red Clover

● Reed Canary Grass

● Hungarian Brome

● Curly Dock

● Chicory

● Kentucky Bluegrass

● Lamb’s Quarter

● Pinkweed

● Orchard Grass

● English Plantain

Insects/Animals

● Black saddlebag dragonfly

● Spur throated grasshopper

● Agiatic ladybug

● Japanese beetles

● Hoverfly

● Barn swallow

● Halloween pennant dragonfly

FQA Results
FQA: 0
Native FQA: 0
Richness: 12
Native richness: 1

Not in Transect

Black-eyed Susan, Nodding Onion, Sedge

Planted March 2020



Site #5- Ringwood

Vegetation

● Queen Anne’s Lace

● Lamb’s Quarter

● Hungarian Brome

● Reed Canary Grass

● Dandelion

● Kentucky Bluegrass

● English Plantain

● Cottonwood

● Wood Sorrel

● Creeping Charlie

● Black Eyed Susan

Insects/Animals

● Carolina locust

● Purple striped grasshopper

● Hoverfly 

● Black saddlebag dragonfly

● Spider wasp

● Japanese beetle

● Leaf-footed bug

● Spur throated grasshopper

● Eastern Amberwing dragonfly

● Little skimmer dragonfly

● Black sweat bee

● Shining leaf beetle

● Cabbage white butterfly

● Yellowjacket

FQA Results
FQA: 0.3
Native FQA: 0.5
Richness: 11
Native richness: 3

Not in Transect

Bur Oak, Sedge, Aster, Foxglove Beardtongue

Planted June 2018



Site #6- Lincoln

Vegetation

● Reed Canary Grass

● English Plantain

● Chicory

● Dandelion

● Red Clover

● Orchard Grass

● Yellow Hawkweed

● Queen Anne’s Lace

● Early Goldenrod

● Hungarian Brome

Insects/Animals

● Purple striped grasshopper

● Spur throated grasshopper

● Bowl and Doily spider

● Assassin bug

● Sulfur butterfly

● Green darner dragonfly

● Yellow bumble bee

● Green sweat bee

FQA Results
FQA: 0.9
Native FQA: 3
Richness: 10
Native richness: 1

Not in Transect

Black-eyed Susan, Milkweed, Foxglove Beardtongue, Yarrow, St. John’s Wort, Side-flowering Aster, 
Wild Alfalfa, Sedge

Planted February 2019







Why are the FQAs so low at the Roadside Prairies?

● McHenry County is currently in a 
severe drought, which stunts plant 
growth

● Roadside prairies are inherently 
hard to establish
○ Road salt
○ Pesticide/Herbicide drift

● The general seed list used for 
planting lacks “showy” species and 
may not be “tailored” to the specific 
conditions of roadside prairies 

● Need to refine mowing techniques 



What can we do?

● The oldest sites are the highest quality

● Conserve water!

● Consider supplementing the sites with 

more appropriate vegetation 
○ Defenders’ donations

● Manage roadsides with renewed 

consciousness for prairie habitat
○ Reduce use of road salt

○ Proper mowing techniques (mid-summer, 4-5 

inches)


