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Let’s Talk... 

Watersheds and 
Water Quality!

Legend

County

Watershed Plan Status

Planning Underway

IEPA Approved Plan

Plan Completed Prior to 1/1/2011

10-Digit HUC Boundary

• IEPA’s mission - safeguard environmental 
quality, consistent with the social and 
economic needs of the State, to protect 
health, welfare, property and the quality of life.

• Watersheds draining to rivers, lakes, and 
streams impact local water quality.

• Point Source and Nonpoint Source Pollution

• 2 Major Types of Projects 
(Planning and BMP Implementation)
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Watershed-Based Planning...

Include:

1. The Identification of WQ impairments (point and 
nonpoint source) 

2. The critical areas to protect and the BMPs needed to 
protect them

3. The estimates of BMP’s load reduction 
4. The technical/financial assistance needed
5. An Information and education component
6. An Implementation schedule
7. Interim measurable milestones
8. The Criteria to measure accomplishments
9. A Monitoring component
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Best Management Practices

Ponds, terraces, grade control structures, rain gardens, permeable pavers & streambank stabilization for water quality.
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Traditional Watershed 
Best Management Practices

Rural Urban
 Stream (bank/channel) 

stabilization

 Terraces

 Waterways

 Wetlands

 Riparian zone improvement

 Livestock exclusion

 Cultural practices 

 Woodland management

 Stream (bank/channel) 
stabilization

 Porous pavement

 Green roofs

 Bioswales

 Riparian zone improvement

 Wetlands

 Bioretention areas

 Rain gardens
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Types of Financial Assistance

1. Section 319 Grant Program
1. Implementation

2. Watershed Planning

2. Section 604 Grant Program

3. The Loan Program (State Revolving Loan Program)

4. Green Infrastructure Grant Opportunities

5. Unsewered Communities
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1) Section 319 Grant Program

Section 319

Location Statewide/Priority Watersheds 
Watershed-Based Planning Areas

State Allocation $4.5 Million

Grant Range $20,000 - $1.2 Million 

Maximum Grant $1.5 Million

Minimum Match 40 %

Project Length Normally 24 Months

Eligible Projects
Per USEPA (2013)

Watershed-Based Planning (WBP) or 
WBP Implementation (TMDLs Too!)

Practices NPS Pollution Control BMPs *

Eligible Costs

Administration & Planning

Design & Engineering

Construction/Planting

Construction Oversight

Education/Outreach

Monitoring
* Excludes BMPs Required by State or Federal Law
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Section 319 Watershed Priorities

NPS Activities and Section 319 Funding Priorities – FFY 2022
Application Deadline – August 1, 2021
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2) Section 604 Grant Program

Section 604

Location Statewide

Number of Awards 4

State Allocation $375,000

Minimum Match 0 %

Project Length 24 Months

Example of Eligible Project Types 

Watershed-Based Planning (WBP)

TMDL Implementation Plan Development

BMP Design/Engineering

Technical Assistance for Water Pollution Control

Outreach & Education

Environmental and Social Indicator Monitoring

https://www2.illinois.gov/epa/Documents/
epa-forms/water/financial-
assistance/section-604b/section-604b-
funding-opportunity.pdf#search=604

Monitoring Projects Need a 
Quality Assurance Program Plan 
(QAPP) at the time of application.

9



3) The Loan Program (AKA - State Revolving Fund)

Water Pollution Control Loans (WCPLC)
 Wastewater/Stormwater* Projects

Public Water Supply Loans (PWSLP)
 Drinking Water Projects

Design and construction of a wide variety of projects for 
water quality in terms of human health and failing water 
infrastructure.
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Stormwater-Related Projects that Benefit Water Quality 
(WPCLP) 

 Past ‘Normal’ Recipient was Local Government
 own, operate & maintain the assets 

 Projects (design and construction services)
 Green Infrastructure (rain gardens, streambank stabilization, 

permeable pavement & bioretention)
 Water and Energy Efficiency Improvements
 Other Environmentally Innovative Activities as Directed by 

Federal Law  (check out 33 U.S. Code 1274 – Watershed pilot projects)

 Must have dedicated revenue stream for repayment

First Step ~ Talk to Illinois EPA Infrastructure Financial Assistance Section
Next Step ~ Project Plan (environmental sign-offs) and Funding Nomination Form

*
11



4) Green Infrastructure Grant Opportunities Program

(Graphic courtesy of Brittany Hanrahan)

GIGO
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5) Unsewered Communities

Unsewered Communities Planning Grant Program
 Grant to develop a project plan to address collection and 

treatment of wastewater

Unsewered Communities Construction Grant 
Program
 Corrective actions for wastewater collection and treatment 

systems
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Illinois Office of Management and Budget 
Grant Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA). 

Applicants may not apply for a grant until they 
have pre-qualified through the GATA portal!

grants.illinois.gov

Five pre-award requirements
1. Authentication 
2. Grantee Registration
3. Grantee Pre-qualification
4. Fiscal and Administrative Risk Assessment (ICQ)
5. Programmatic Risk Assessment
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The Portal
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Amplifund: The New Application System

 Online application for Notice of 
Funding Opportunities

 Replaces the PDF applications
 Integrated directly with the GATA 

system
 Reduces opportunities for 

application errors and forgotten or 
overlooked information 

 Includes a spreadsheet for project 
details

 Does not allow applications after 
the deadline



The New NOFO
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You Can Submit Multiple Applications
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If Information is Missing, It Will Not Let You Mark Complete   
Click on “Save” or “Save and Continue”

Save Often!
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Track Progress and Know When Sections Complete
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New AmpliFund Budget Form
Create Line Items by Clicking on the “+” at Left of Categories
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Working on the application
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 Individuals helping develop the application can get access to the application system 
with approval of the Applicant Organization 

 More than one person can work on the application

 Individuals can work on more than one application

 Individuals assisting multiple organizations with applications can work with any 
organization that grant access to their application

 More information is found at: 
https://gata.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/gata/documents/grantee-
links/grantee-portal-faq/HowToRestrictAccessToGranteePortalOrAmplifund.pdf



Integrated Report App: Stream Segments

 https://illinois-
epa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=773c1711e0e9417ea7cd6c
ad8afb66ea
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Integrated Report App: Available Information

 8, 10, and 12-digit Watersheds and Watershed Acres

 AUID stream codes

 Designated Use impairments

 Impairment causes
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App Includes Environmental Justice Areas Near Project Area
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Some Tips for Watershed Section NOFO Proposals
(319, GIGO, 604)

 Answer the questions asked. Be clear describing the proposed projects.

 Read the NOFO - include required elements in the scope of work and budget.

 Keep additional materials to manageable lengths. 

 Include a map showing the specific location indicating where the work will be done. If 
the work is on a stream segment, show the stream segment. Provide more than a dot 
on a map.

 Do NOT upload individual image files! Put images in a document file and describe the 
images and how they relate to the project.

 Budget tips
 Describe WHO will do WHAT for each line item. 

 Do not include “contingency” in the budget. It is not an eligible cost. Build it into the budget

 Think about how individual items are related to protecting or improving water quality for 319 or 
flood control for GIGO. 

 Individual items not directly related to improving water quality for 319 or flood control for GIGO are not 
eligible.

 Call us with any questions (217-782-3362)!
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Thank You!

Jeff Edstrom

Team Leader, Nonpoint Source Unit

Watershed Section

Bureau of Water

Illinois EPA

Direct: 217-524-6140

General: 217-782-3362

Jeffrey.Edstrom@illinois.gov 


